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United or Separate?

THE REAL ISSUE IN THE POLL of the membership
which is to be begun September 1 is whether
organized medicine in California will remain
united or will separate, with many individuals
and groups going different ways. There are
those who will contend that this is not the case
and that all that is at stake is one more expres-
sion of opinion in support of voluntarism as
against compulsion, this time over the question
of whether a physician exercises enough free
choice when he joins or does not join his county

medical association, knowing that in doing so he

also joins the California Medical Association and
the American Medical Association, or whether
this free choice should now be extended to give
him the further option of . joining or not joining
the CMA and AMA. The question to be posed
to the membership—“Do you favor or oppose
retaining the present system of unified member-
ship in your county society, CMA and AMA?"—
addresses itself to the real question.

These are times of revolutionary change. We
have only to look around us to sense the enormity
of what is occurring. Many, if not most, of what
are generally thought of as the stabilizing ele-
ments of a social system are being seriously
eroded, if they are not actually crumbling. This
is apparent in the law and courts, in the educa-
tional system, in respect for the military and the
police, and in the authority of the churches, to

cite a few pieces of the evidence. It is no longer
possible to oppose or prevent this revolution. We
are engulfed in it. Its hallmark so far has been
fragmentation of the old order with little to pro-
pose for the new. The problems to be resolved
are human problems and the needs to be met are
human needs. Health and well-being are among
the goals which are being sought. Medicine
should take part in developing some of the new
solutions. The question to be decided is how can
medicine best play its role—united, or separate
and fragmented?

Do not the issues of “voluntary” and “compul-
sory” seem somehow beside the point in the face
of social revolution and cultural fragmentation?
Everyone knows how physicians feel about free
choice and campulsion. It has been voted on
many times and in many ways. And it is a mat-
ter of record that both CMA and AMA have
worked for voluntarism and against compulsion
for as long as anyone can remember, and quite
successfully too. Is this not a time to close ranks
and not to scatter, to be united and not to sep-
arate? We should all favor retaining the present
system of unified membership in county society,
CMA and AMA.

Dealing in Futures

Part II—In Democratic
Societies

A PREVIOUS EDITORIAL expressed the view that
California and the country as a whole were in-
vesting in medical research and education as
though only for today’s market when actually
they are dealing in futures—that is, spending
money which has to be spent or invested today
in order to buy or produce a product which can
only be delivered at a later time when presum-
ably it will be needed. The purpose of this edi-
torial is to draw attention to a characteristic of
democratic societies, be they institutions, organi-

This is Part Il of an editorial to be published in three parts. Part I
appeared in the July issue, and Part III will be published in the
September issue.
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